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US$3S.
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4. Liao, Rai-Shen 38
Farmer

What do you do?

I'm a farmer, planting celery
mainly, but other vegetables as
well. It’s not easy to plant the
seeds. The interpreter added,
“He invented a machine that
distributes the seeds evenly and
won a prestigious presidential
prize.”

Will you sell that invention?

No. Many have advised me to sell, but I have no plan. My motivation
was just to improve my method of farming. I don’t want to waste
time marketing my invention. I often share it with friends.

What is your working day like?

I wake up at 5:30 a.m., start work at 6 a.m. and work until dark. I
don’t have to do so much of the physical work anymore because I've
hired 15 workers. Every day we plant and harvest. There’s a harvest
every three months, but since the planting times are rotated and the
maturation rates vary we can harvest every day. Some sections are
harvested continually.

Any bad points?

The onlybad pointis the weather. If thereisa typhoon, or the weather
gets too cold like these days, then that’s a problem. Heavy rains and
storms are particularly troubling. A few years ago there was a very
severe typhoon that wiped out many crops. Weather plays such an
important role in a farmer’s life. We learn to notice subtle changes in
wind or humidity that might indicate a change.

Do you use pesticides?
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Yes, but less than the national standard. I'm in the process of
becoming more organic. It’s probably not possible in Taiwan to
become completely organic. Because of our climate unwanted
insects thrive here. Scientists have to invent pesticides that will
do less harm. But I try. For example, I use organic fertilizer, made
from rice hulls and grounded seashells. Nature itself provides many
possible solutions.

What other money-making activities are you engaged in?

I'd like to develop eco-tour restaurants. People could come and see
an agricultural area and learn about it before having a nice meal
which would be made from healthy, organic ingredients. It would
be a way to connect food, people and the environment in a more
intimate way. Also, I'd like to show people in the city life in the
country.

Are you satisfied with the amount of money you make?

Not satisfied with the salary, but I'm satisfied with the year-end
bonus. It’s my farm so I have to pay workers and pay myself a modest
salary every month. It’s just enough to get by on. But then, at the
end of the year, I receive the profit. Depending on the year that can
be very satisfying.

What’s your dream for the future?

I'd like to do something like what youre doing-travel around the
world, talking with people. But language and finding the time would
be difficult. I'm very happy with this life.
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18. Tobe Eriko 32
Japanese Teacher from Japan

Why did you come to Taiwan?

I graduated university as an Education
major and started looking for a job. I
wanted to go anywhere to get a job.

Outside Japan?

Not necessarily, but working conditions
| in Japan are more severe for a recent
. graduate, and I couldn’t find any jobs as
a teacher in Japan, so I looked abroad
and decided on Taiwan-I knew nothing
about Taiwan!

How did you find the job?
I read about it in a magazine. At first I was teaching at the YMCA
in Taichung, for one year. Now I'm here teaching at this university.

What was severe about Japan jobs?

The economic conditions. The main problem is, there just weren’t
many openings at all. A lot of my friends were also out of work. I
would need at least three years teaching experience before finding
a job, but ironically couldn’t get the first job to get the experience. I
want to go back, but the atmosphere here is great, and comfortable.
The job is fun, students are cute. Every year I think, ‘Next year I'll go
back, but I'm still here. I'm not married yet. I'd like to but it’s hard to
imagine getting married abroad. I'd like to get married in Japan—and
I'd like to get married as soon as possible.

With a Japanese man?

With an “any-country person man!” But I'd like the wedding to take
place in Japan.
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You haven’t found a boyfriend?
I'm sorry to say... (laughter) Now I'm searching.

Good luck! Any painful points about living abroad?

Not really. Sometimes I'm lonely, but generally no problems. Well,
for example, if there’s an unpleasant experience at work, and I go
home alone, I think about it too much, with no family to share it
with.

What specifically might happen at work that’s painful?

Maybe I wasn't teaching the class well in some students’ eyes. Some
classes go smoothly, and others don’t. At the YMCA there were
only five students per class; here I have 50. The Y’ classes lasted
one month; here they last for one year. These differences make for
big challenges. At first I wasn't used to it. Some classes have older
students. How to deal with it? I didn’t know and didn’t perform
well. The students went to ask my boss to change teachers. I don’t
know exactly what their reason was. After my boss called me over to
discuss the situation. It turns out that class had other problems with
other teachers as well. I asked what their specific complaint was but
they wouldn’t tell me. After that I'd feel like, “I wanna go home!” or
“Oh, why did I come here!” The younger students don’t complain
like that. Theyre simpler. Sometimes they don’t pay attention,
or fool around in the classroom, passing notes or whispering to
friends, but that can’t be helped. I didn’t have experience with the
older students however, and didn’t know how critical they could be.

Have you ever felt discrimination as a Japanese, considering the
history?

Not exactly. No discrimination. Probably some negative feelings,
but at that time they probably speak in Taiwanese (the original
language on Taiwan, unrelated to Chinese) so I don’t know what’s

being said.

Do you ever talk about controversial topics, like Japan’s
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